Thoughts from the USA on going “Off Grid”

If you are considering going off-grid or wondering why anyone would do it lets talk.

1. One main reason people go off-grid is because electrical services etc. are not available in the area the want to live in.There are many people choosing to live in very rural areas away from big city life and enjoy the pleasures of nature and off-grid living allows them that freedom.

2. Financial hardship: some people (many more now) have lost jobs and homes and will move to a small inexpensive off-grid home out of necessity. Some will fail and return to city life but many stay off-grid as they learn to enjoy living within their means and develop a sustainable lifestyle.

3. Financial freedom: Many off-gridders were city workers and saved enough money to move off-grid and save themselves from city expenses.

Living off-grid is generally much cheaper than living in the city. Most off-gridders own their homes and property outright and have almost no utility bills. They can retire and live inexpensively or use their savings to travel and enjoy their hobbies. With the high cost of rent, house payments and utilities no longer a burden they can live like they are rich without being rich.

4. Personal freedom: Many off-gridders are tired of the political work environment, tax burden, and government interference. Living off-grid gives you some protection from being told what to do and when.There are fewer rules in rural areas and less officials, strangers and neighbors to get in your business.

5. Financial pursuits: Lots of off-gridders are self employed. Many use the internet to run businesses or have a home business that allows them to work when they want and make and keep more of their money. Small homesteads can be used for making money in farmers markets, animal raising, or specialty farming.

6.Hobbies: many off-gridders I know have outdoor hobbies that would not be possible in the city. Raising animals, ATV riding, gardening, fishing, hunting, hiking, camping, are now possible all the time.

7. family life: Many off-gridders moved away from city life to spend more time with family and protect children from the influences of city life. Some homeschool but many prefer small town schools and personal attention for their children.

8.Health: living in the city is more dangerous and unhealthy than living in a rural area. Clean air and water, fresh foods, more exercise opportunities means off-gridders generally live longer.

9. Environmental conscience: many off-gridders believe thay have a personal responsibility to reduce their impact on the environment and leave a better planet for future generations. Some may be radical in their beliefs but most believe it is a personal choice and one they willingly make. Off-gridders generally reduce, reuse and recycle more than city dwellers and use less non-renewable fuels.

10. Fun: Being an off-gridder is an opportunity to learn to be self-sufficient. To understand how to heat and light a house for free. To grow things and create things and see how everything you do impacts the world in positive and negative ways. For most of us this learning and feeling of self-confidence is fun.

11. Survival: There are some off-gridders that believe our world is falling apart and feel more protected living away from the city and having more self-sufficiency. Some are radicals but most just see the possibility and plan for the worst while hoping for the best. After this current financial meltdown more people are wishing they had been better prepared and off-gridders are more likely to not feel the hurt of the recession as much as city folk.

12. Spiritual: Many off-gridders have a unique spirit that drives them to ignore the norm and not want to live like everyone else. This uniqueness is sometimes perceived as hermit like or lacking social skills but if you take time to know an off-gridder you will find they are usually very social, educated, and have groups of close friends and social outlets just like everyone else. Off-gridders are very independent and feel no reason to follow the crowds or the media and are not worried about what people think about their lifestyle.

